
 

 

 
Ms Julie Mason Our ref: P18-006-Q01 
Cranage Parish Council 4 January 2018 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By email only: jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com 

Dear Julie, 
 

  
Re: 
P18-
006 

Oak Tree Lane, Cranage re. M6 Smart Motorway J16-J19 

 
Review of Noise Chapter of Environmental Assessment Report re. Oak Tree Lane 

 
Following our recent contact, I am writing to confirm that we would be pleased to assist on this matter. 

However, given the proximity of dwellings in Oak Tree Lane to the M6 it is likely that these properties were 
already exposed to high levels of traffic noise prior to implementation of the smart motorway and thus on the 
face of it, one would not expect use of the hard shoulders to result in significantly higher levels of traffic noise. 
We note that the Environmental Assessment Report concludes that the majority of noise-sensitive locations 
alongside the scheme are predicted to experience no more than a negligible adverse impact as a result of 
operation of the smart motorway. Therefore, there is a risk that the findings of our review may not be 
favourable to residents of Oak Tree Lane.  

Our proposed scope of work and fee are set out in the attached schedule. 

If the Parish Council would like us to proceed with the work, please arrange for the attached invoicing details 
form to be filled in and returned. Also, in line with company policy for new clients, we may require payment of 
our fee in advance for which a proforma invoice can be provided. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 
For Hepworth Acoustics Ltd 

 
 
Paul Bassett BSc MSc FIOA 
Technical Director 

  



OAK TREE LANE, CRANAGE RE. M6 SMART MOTORWAY J16-J19 
 
REVIEW OF NOISE CHAPTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REPORT RE. OAK TREE LANE 

SCOPE OF WORK 

Item A – Initial Technical Review (Fixed Fee) 

1) We will undertake an initial technical review of the noise chapter (and any relevant appendices) of the 
Environmental Assessment Report that was prepared on behalf of Highways England in 2014. 

2) The technical review will be a desk study review only and we have not allowed for any site visits, noise 
surveys, noise calculations/modelling, attendance at meetings, etc.  

3) The technical review will relate to operational noise only (i.e. traffic noise on opening of the scheme 
not noise during the construction phase).  

4) The technical review of the noise chapter will consider the overall approach adopted, whether or not 
appropriate traffic noise calculation/modelling procedures have been used, standards/guidance 
documents referred to, comments on the conclusions, etc.  

5) The technical review will focus as far as possible on the area of Oak Tree Lane. 

6) The technical review will be carried out by a senior member of staff. 

7) We will prepare a summary report of our findings. 

8) If appropriate, we will include (or provide in a separate document) a list of technical questions relating 
to traffic noise issues which could be used by the Parish Council as a basis for making a formal request 
for further information from Highways England. 

Item B – Further Technical Review Following Receipt of Additional Technical Information (Estimate) 

9) We will carry out one additional review following receipt of any additional technical information from 
Highways England relating to the noise chapter of the Environmental Assessment Report, arising from 
Item A. 

10) The additional technical review will be a desk study only and we have not allowed for any site visits, 
noise surveys, attendance at meetings, etc. It may be the case that some basic noise calculations (e.g. 
noise barrier calculations) may be undertaken but we have not allowed for any extensive calculations 
or computerised noise modelling at this stage. 

11) The additional technical review will be carried out by a senior member of staff. 

12) The scope and extent of the additional technical review will depend on the additional technical 
information that is provided to us. 

13) We will prepare a report of our findings. 

  



FEE BASIS 

Item A - We would be prepared to carry out the work for Item A (1-8) for a fixed charge of  
£975.00 (plus VAT) which is inclusive of all consultancy fees and expenses.  

Item B – The cost of Item B (9-13) can only be confirmed once the additional technical information has been 
received. At this stage we would provide an estimate of £1,300.00 (plus VAT). 

The price for Item A applies for acceptances received within 90 days of the date of this letter. Subject to the 
credit rating of the client, we may require advance payment of the fixed fee for which a pro forma invoice can 
be provided. Otherwise, fees will be invoiced following issue of the report or monthly. Invoices must be paid 
within 30 days. We understand and will exercise our statutory right to claim interest and compensation for 
debt recovery costs under the late payment legislation if we are not paid according to agreed credit terms. 

Our quoted fees include an electronic version of any reports. Bound copies can be provided at a fixed cost of 
£25.00 (plus VAT) per report.  

This proposal is based on the ACE Short Form Agreement 2002 (revised 2004) and incorporates all of its items, 
except as varied by this letter. We shall maintain PI insurance for the sum of £1,000,000 and provided that our 
total liability under or in connection with this agreement shall not exceed one million pounds in total. The 
period of liability shall be six years. Liability for any claim in relation to asbestos is excluded. Substitution of an 
alternative contract by the client will incur additional fees and legal expenses.   

Should any additional work be requested that is not detailed in our scope of work above (such as site visits, 
noise measurements, attendance at meetings, calculations/modelling, further acoustic assessment work, etc.) 
hourly rates or a further fixed price quotation can be provided.  

  



INVOICING DETAILS FORM 

Quote: 
Numbe

r: 

P18-006-Q01  

 Please complete this form and return by post, fax or email 
to: 

Hepworth Acoustics Limited 

 
21 Little Peter Street 

 
Manchester 

 
M15 4PS 

Fax:   0161 235 8407 
Email: enquiries@hepworth-acoustics.co.uk 

 Completion of this form is required prior to commencement of work 

 I confirm that I/we are responsible for payment of the fees for this project and that this form can be taken 
as  as written confirmation that we have commissioned Hepworth Acoustics Ltd to carry out the work detailed 

in the quotation (ref. no. as above) 

 
Company name:  

  
Company reg. no. (if applicable):  

  Address: 

 

  Contact name:  
(who placed the order) 

 

 
Date (order was placed):  

  
Telephone:  Fax:  

   
Email address:  

  
Order number:  

  
Signature:  

  
Invoicing details (if different from above) 

Invoicing address:  
 
 

 

  
Contact name:  

  
Telephone:  Fax:     

    
Email:  

 
 


