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engage with, so the PC would require some assistance from
residents to perhaps encourage people who are lonely to
come along to the events we decide to hold and possibly 
assist with transport. Please direct any correspondence 
on this matter to the Parish Clerk by email. All ideas and 
suggestions would be much appreciated.

Councillor R Hocknell – Chairman

Social Isolation and Loneliness
There is increasing concern and awareness of the issues of
social isolation and loneliness. The two situations are 
different in that social isolation is more of a long term 
situation where an individual often chooses to withdraw
from society, whereas loneliness is more of a temporary 
situation. Both can be very damaging to the person 
affected. The Parish Council is trying to assess whether
there is any opportunity for it to try and help residents who
find themselves in either of aforementioned situations. We
have funds available to pay for some form of social event 
to try and bring people together who feel isolated or lonely.

It has been suggested a luncheon could be arranged at
Cranage Hall or the Village Hall maybe three to four times
a year. However, there is also the option of linking up with
either Goostrey or Holmes Chapel as there may not be 
sufficient numbers in the parish itself. The group of people
we are trying to target by their very nature are difficult to

and surrounding hedge rows as it conceals the park. 
It would then be open space the same as the larger play
area and the adult fitness area.

If the quotes are within our budget the Parish Council
would like to replace all the equipment but maybe it will
only be achievable to replace some pieces. Your thoughts
would be welcomed on what play equipment you would
prefer and if there are any pieces you would like to add.

Please email the Clerk jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

Do you feel alone some days?

Improvement of small play area on Needham estate
We have received requests from some residents to improve
the small area on the Needham estate. It has become 
apparent that there are still third party funding opportunities
available to assist. The play area is the original one from
when the estate was built nearly twenty years ago, and 
with this in mind, the Parish Council do recognise an 
improvement plan is necessary.

Our aim is to remove the outside fencing, this would be
subject to residents’ agreement. We are continuously 
chasing Cheshire East Council to cut down the brambles



Cranage Parish Council is organising a litter
collection team to help tidy our Parish, 
your help would be greatly appreciated.
Equipment and bags will be supplied on 
the day by the team.   
Please contact Councillor Rachel Hurst; 

01477 534415
or the Parish Clerk if you can attend; 
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com 

or call:
01260 641854

SUNDAY, 6th OCTOBER, 2019
The Village Hall, 10.00am

The controversial quarry development at Rudheath Lodge 
off Platt Lane, was approved on 18 July 2019, some four
years after the initial application. Sibelco have already 
notified the planning authorities that work would be 
commencing on 29 July 2019.

Planning permission was granted subject to a number of
conditions with the aim of mitigating loss of amenity for
local residents, protecting the environment, maintaining
highway safety and managing traffic.

Sibelco are also required to set up a liaison committee 
within three months of the date of the planning permission.
It is proposed that the committee should consist of 
representatives from Sibelco, one local councillor from each
of the local authorities (Cheshire East, Cheshire West 
and Chester Councils) an officer from each of the said 
Councils and one parish councillor from each of the parish
councils affected by the development – Allostock, Cranage,
Goostrey and Holmes Chapel. In addition, the proposed
scheme allows for the involvement of local residents and 
provision of secretarial services, at Sibelco’s expense, 
to enable the committee to carry out its duties.

The committee’s purpose in general terms is to open up 
constructive communication between Sibelco and local 
residents. Councillor Genevieve Morgan will be the 
representative on the committee and can be contacted at;

g.morgan@www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk

4 Goostrey Lane, Cranage, Cheshire CW4 8HE.

Please register on the Parish Council website www.cranageparishcouncil.co.uk to keep updated and meet your Parish Council representatives.

UPDATE

NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS
SEAN HOULSTON
Thank you to Cranage Parish
for co-opting me to the council.
I am looking forward to 
supporting residents and 
making Cranage an even better
place to live, work and play in.

At 20 of age, I am the youngest
person currently sitting on the
council, so I feel can bring a
different perspective on local 
issues. Also being the Concierge
at De Vere Cranage Estate, 
I want our local businesses to
carry on supporting each other.

Along with this, I also lead the Neighbourhood Plan group
in my home-village of Leighton and I sit as a Governor of
Sir William Stanier School in Crewe.

With Cranage being so rural, I can bring my background 
of geography to the Parish to solve our rural issues and 
enhance our countryside.

I think local government is all about the three P’s; Planning,
Potholes and Precepts. Local residents voices have to be the
loudest on planning issues. Our roads have to be the best,
and your money has to be spent properly on local needs.

I am looking forward to meeting with local residents and
businesses of this Parish.

ANNE NICOLE
I am a retired consultant
pathologist and have lived in
Cranage since 2002. I am 
married to Ian, a retired 
dental surgeon.

I love this tranquil part of rural
Cheshire and am pleased to 
be able to serve on the local 
Parish Council. I hope local 
residents will feel able to 
contact me about any local
matters of concern to them.
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September is here and the sun has set on another year’s
excellent beer festival.
As the season of mist sets in, it’s time to reminisce, 
remember and remind ourselves of everything that 
happened on that special weekend.
So first let’s reminisce; we sold over 1500 pints of beer,
cider and lager over three days during the bank holiday. 
We welcomed over 400 people through the doors of the 
village hall and in turn, they enjoyed entertainment from a
range of awesome bands and soloists, relished a choice of 
delicious foods and did it all in the glorious British sunshine.
Secondly, we remember how lucky we are to have such
supportive local businesses, who were willing to sponsor 
our event in aid of our community and continuing the
legacy of a beloved building. When we say we wouldn’t 
be able to stage this event without their help, we mean it.
But, fortunately, these local heroes believe in the power of
community and love to show their support.
Thirdly, we remind ourselves just how lucky we are to 
have such a wonderful community too, familiar faces that
showed up and spent their hard earned money and 
ensured that the entire weekend had a magical 
atmosphere full of camaraderie and friendship. You helped
us raise thousands of pounds for the upkeep of the village
hall and cemented it’s place at the heart of the village.
We have so much to be thankful for, and with that we must
celebrate the volunteers. They worked tirelessly over their
bank holiday, giving up their free time, all for the good of 
a local cause. So, in no particular order, thank you to Will,
Prodan, Misha, Alison, Paul, Kelly, Andrew, Shereena, Matt,
Tash, Pat, Lesley, Chrissy, Ann, Steve, Samantha, Jess,
Simon, Zack, Amanda, Elaine, Karen and Mike – you
helped the weekend run seamlessly.
Last but not least, we must thank Merlin Brewing Company
who provided support, advice, beer (and more beer) when
we needed it. David, Sue and Sarah you really are legends.
Thank you.
The Cranage Village Hall Committee

Holmes Chapel Hurricanes FC, with many players in the
parish, have four junior football teams using the two 
Cranage football pitches. Supported by the Parish Council,
the club would like to install an equipment store (8’ x 7’2”
x 7’4”) on the car park adjacent to the pitches by the gate.

This area now comprises of the estate of Needham Drive,
Armistead Way and Lawrence Close. Within the site and
primarily to the north of the housing there are many 
different ‘open spaces’. These areas are managed by
ANSA, on behalf of Cheshire East Council. Currently all
these areas are kept short mown throughout the year.
As part of the new Cheshire East Council’s review there 
has been a suggestion that the mowing regime could be
changed for some of the areas in the estate. The areas that
would remain the same, ie regularly short mown, would be:

·  the open space leading up to the bowling green and the
fitness areas,

·  the open space beyond the car park used by the bowling
green,

·  the grass area between 23 and 43 Armistead Way, and
·  the grass area between 85 and 97 Needham Drive. 

The areas where a change could occur are:

·  the area to the south of the entrance to Needham Drive,
·  the area of land bounded by Coppice Lodge, Cranage
Village Hall woodlands and the Lawrence Close. These
areas would be treated as ‘meadows’ through and
around which would be mown cut strips for walking. 
The main grasslands would be mown only once a year
thus encouraging greater diversity of wildlife, the wooded
area on Armistead Way which could be treated as a
woodland glade, again allowing the grass to grow long
to encourage the proliferation of woodland edge and
glade plants.

Councillor R Hurst

Maintenance of the
‘open spaces’

on the old Cranage
Hall hospital site

Cranage Football Pitches



ROAD WATCH

COMMUNITY BULB PLANTING
29th September 10:00am
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We have tried many times to either reinstate a very old 
footpath with Cheshire East Highways or to construct one on
the other side of the A50 but cost has always been against
the Parish Council as there are safety constraints we have 
to adhere to which vastly increase the cost. We have now 
resolved to cut the grass verge more frequently from the
paddock (on the junction from the Middlewich Road and
A50) to Woodside Golf club so walkers/joggers can walk
more easily over the summer months. We are aware from
listening to the community it is a well-used route for many
when travelling by foot to the village of Holmes Chapel or
maybe just for exercise.

Does your child catch the bus here?

There have been some concerns about the safety of the
school children catching the school bus on Byley Lane, we
have treid to reduce the speed of the lane but it does not
meet the criteria and there was a further concern about if
the curent hard standing is sufficient by the access road to
the hotel. We have been given the option to improve this
siteby extending the concrete area but unsure if it is 
necessary or the solution.

Can you please let us know if you feel the area needs 
attention?

certain details ignored, if you read it you will undersatnd 
the policy better in relation to Northwich Road. The Parish
Council will need your support to express the requirement 
to lower the speed furthur as you live there and can give 
examples of the effects it has on you.

Address; Councillor B Roberts, Westfields, Middlewich
Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ.

Northwich Road – Speed Limit
Dear residents of Northwich Road,  

Cranage Parish Council and Councillor A Kolker (CEC) are
still lobbying to reduce the speed further on Northwich Road.
There is now a new portfolio holder in situ after the elections
in May, responsible for Highways and Infrastructure, 
Councillor Brian Roberts, who has replaced Mr G Williams
who refused to reduce the speed further than 50mph. We
have been told less than 40mph is unacheiveable. We now
encourage you to write to Councillor Roberts to express your
views to have the speed reduced further as we believe it
meets their Speed Manangement Policy (on the Cheshire
East wesbite) on which the last decision was made and 

I’m hoping to get these planted on Sunday 29th September
starting at 10:00 and if we get enough people together,
I’m hoping we can be finished in an hour or so.
If you are interested in joining me could you please let me
know by email or phone so I can work out the numbers in
advance? We’ll be meeting in the Cranage Village Hall 
car park at 10:00 on Sunday 29th September – please
bring spades and trowels.
Many thanks.
Lee Dooley

37 Needham Drive

E: Ldooley2012@btinternet.com

T: 01477 549169

It’s just about three years since a group of Cranage 
volunteers made a fantastic job of tidying up the 
roundabout on Needham Drive (and it still looks good
today) and I’m now hoping to get another group together
for another much easier challenge to make our local 
environment look beautiful.
I’ve asked Cranage Parish Council if they would fund the
purchase of 2,000 spring bulbs that we could plant in the
wooded area at the back of Cranage Village Hall and
they’ve kindly agreed to do that.
I’ve ordered 500 bluebells, 500 snowdrops, 500 wild 
daffodils and 500 crocuses, so the impact in Spring
should be really impressive and the bulbs will hopefully
multiply in future years.

School children catching the
bus on Byley Lane

LOCATION OF
HARDSTANDING AREA


